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Why are the Everglades Unique and Important?

As Marjory Stoneman Douglas wrote,

The Everglades have been designated:
a National Park
an International Biosphere Reserve
a World Heritage Site

a Wetland of International Significance

home to 68 threatened or endangered plant and animal species



HISTORIC
FLOW

“River of Grass”

Water connected the
system, from top to
bottom

9 million acres of
wetlands providing a
variety of habitat

Diverse mosaic of
landscapes and
seascapes
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The Problem

Too much/too little water
for the Everglades/south
Florida ecosystem

Fragmentation of natural
areas

Degradation of water
quality

Population growth and
Increased demand

1.7 billion gallons of
water a day lost to tide




COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW STUDY
(THE RESTUDY)

Study first authorized by Congress
in 1992

Reexamination of C&SF Project to:
— Restore south Florida ecosystem

— Enhance water supplies

— Maintain flood control

Comprehensive Plan sent to
Congress on July 1, 1999
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TEAM PARTICIPANTS

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

South Florida Water Management District

US Fish and Wildlife Service

Everglades National Park

National Marine Fisheries Service

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Miccosukee and Seminole Tribes

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
Local Government Agencies






Fartnershap Agr

Restudy Team
Partnering
Agreement
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RESTUDY TEAM STRUCTURE

HYDROLOGIC
MODELING

TEAM
ALTERNATIVE

DEVELOPMENT

TEAM STUDY

TEAM
LEADERSHIP

PUBLIC
OUTREACH
TEAM

ALTERNATIVE
EVALUATION
TEAM

QUALITY
TEAM

IMPLEMENTATION
PLAN
TEAM




-
GOVERNOR'S COMMISSION

RECOMMENDATION

“By January 1, 1996, the Commission
should provide the South Florida
Water Management District and the
Corps with specific recommendations
describing its preferred alternatives

for the Restudy.”
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"There Are no other Everglades in the world."

Marjory Stoneman Douglas

An American natural treasure is in trouble. The Everglades of today
are not the same place that Mrs. Douglas wrnte about in 1947, Once the
Florida Everglades was a wibrant, free-

floweing river of grass that prmru:led

clean water from Lake Qkeechobee to

Florida Bay. It was a vital haven for

storks, alligators, panthers and ather

wildlife. Today this extraardinary

ecosystern—unlike any other in the

wotld—is dying. Ower the past fifty

years, people in great numbers have

encroached upon the ecosystem that

once was the domain of panthers,

alligators and flocks of birds so vast

that they would darken the sky. YWith

the arrival of people came the desire to manage the water, to tame the
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PUBLIC / STAKEHOLDER INVOLVEMENT

GOVERNOR'S

COMMISSION WORKING GROUP

TASK FORCE

FOCUS
GROUPS

SFWMD
GOVERNING

BOARD SFWMD ADVISORY
COMMITTEE
PUBLIC
MEETINGS TECHNICAL WORKSHOPS







ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION PILOT PROJECT

Elementary Schools
— Lesson Plans
— Poster Contest

High Schools s
— Lesson Plans O\l
— Exhibit Visits

— Attend Public Meetings
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OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

Outreach
Coordinators

Contractors

— Hispanic Outreach

— African-American
Outreach

DE Involvement
— Media

— Speeches

— Schools

Publications
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THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Pilot projects to address
uncertainties

16 surface storage areas
(~170,000 acres)

2 In-ground reservoirs
(~10,000 acres)

330 ASR wells
19 STAs (~36,000 acres)
2 wastewater reuse plants

Removal of over 240 miles of
canals, levees and structures Comprehensive Plan

Operational changes




.
How Much and Who Pays?

Federal

State of Florida

The estimated cost to
Implement the Comprehensive
Plan is $7.8 billion over 25
years

It will also cost approximately
$182 million each year to
operate, maintain, and monitor
the Plan




-
FUTURE ECOSYSTEM CONDITIONS

WITHOUT
RESTUDY
PLAN

Florida Bay

WITH
RESTUDY
PLAN e

= Successful
= Marginal

= Recovery
Unlikely



WATER FLOW PATTERNS




“The Everglades
arean American
treasure, and saving
them must bea
national priority.”

Vice President Al Gore




IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY




COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
IMPLEMENTATION

PROJECTED ANNUAL COST

$500,000,000

$400,000,000

$300,000,000

$200,000,000

(October 1999 Dollars)

Projected Funding Requiren

$100,000,000
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“...restoring the Everglades is
not rocket science or brain
surgery.

It’s much more complicated than
that.”

- Don Boesch

University of Maryland
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